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O
n Sunday, the world 
marked the Inter-
national Day for 
the Eradication of 
Poverty as bold new 
statistics exposed 
nations that failed 

miserably in raising the living standards 
of their populations. 

China rose to the top of the ladder in 
alleviating poverty while Hong Kong, 
treated separately from the Chinese 
mainland, scored 20.4 percent living 
below the $1.90-a-day base line, accord-
ing to a World Bank report. The lowest 
was Sudan, with 82.3 percent.

The Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region government refuted the World 
Bank fi gures, saying this was before the 
intervention of government handouts, 
which lifted 400,000 people out of pov-
erty and brought the number to 15.8 
percent. The e� ects of COVID-19 on the 
poverty situation are unknown since the 
Commission on Poverty has not updated 
its information since 2019. However, the 
Hong Kong Council of Social Service said 
more than 359,900 — or 17.1 percent — of 
economically active households were 
su� ering from unemployment or under-
employment in the third quarter of last 
year. According to the Census and Statis-
tics Department, the seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate in Hong Kong rose 
to a 16-year high of 7.2 percent in the 
December-through-February period. 
Since then, the number of unemployed 
people in the city has fallen from 261,600 
to 187,700 for the June-through-August 
period. Hong Kong government fi gures 
indicate that people from poor house-
holds accounted for 45.5 percent of the 
total unemployed population — an 8.8 
percent increase from the same period 
in 2019. More than half (57,300 people) 
of those have been unemployed for over 
three months, and more than 20 percent 
for over half a year.

Hong Kong bases its poverty line on 
household income. For example, a one-
person household with an income below 
HK$4,500 ($580) to a six-person-plus 
household earning HK$23,000 are the 
thresholds for low poverty. A govern-
ment report to the Legislative Council in 
June said the poverty alleviation impact 
of recurrent cash policies in 2019 was a 
record high since the poverty line was 
established in 2013 and had successfully 
lifted 392,900 people out of poverty and 
reduced the poverty rate by 5.6 percent-
age points (compared to 382,200 persons 
and 5.5 percentage points respectively in 
2018).

However, the NGO Oxfam believes that 
only a quarter of those who were poor 
and unemployed received unemployment 
assistance; the remaining three-quarters 
did not receive support through the Com-
prehensive Social Security Allowance 

Scheme. It added that 67,400 more peo-
ple are now poor and unemployed — 1.6 
times more than in the second quarter of 
last year.

Poverty is defi ned by China as anyone 
in rural areas earning less than about 
$2.30 a day (adjusted for infl ation). It 
was fi xed in 2010 and looks at income, 
living conditions, healthcare and educa-
tion. It is slightly higher than the World 
Bank maxim of $1.90 per day. In 1990, 
there were about 750 million Chinese 
people living below the international 
poverty line — about two-thirds of the 
population. By 2012, that had fallen to 
fewer than 90 million; by 2016, it had 
fallen to 7.2 million people (0.5 percent of 
the population).

Earlier this year, President Xi Jinping 
declared that China had eliminated 
absolute poverty. Poverty has always 
been among Xi’s signature campaigns, 
and since he took power in 2012, more 
than 100 million people in rural areas 
have been lifted out of poverty. Xi called 
it a “miracle for mankind” and a “com-
plete victory”. According to the US-based 
Diplomat magazine, China spent more 
than $80 billion to end poverty, and the 
campaign entailed dispatching 775,000 
cadres to survey all rural families to 
determine which households were living 
in poverty.

Hong Kong broadcaster TVB has 
produced an excellent 12-part series, No 
Poverty Land, chronicling the allevia-
tion of poverty in remote areas in six 
provincial-level regions. Conservationist 
and veteran journalist Janis Chan Pui-yee 
hosted the show, and with a crew of four, 
she spent three months trekking through 
hostile terrain to reach the remote vil-
lages. To access some villages, they had 
to scale a 2,556-step ladder up a sheer 
mountain to a “cli�  village” in Sichuan 
province’s Liangshan Yi autonomous pre-
fecture, and crossed raging ravines by zip 
lines — a daily occurrence for the locals, 
including schoolchildren. The reports 
include the government’s building of 
resettlement villages to house displaced 
villagers with decent houses rent-free, 
complete with a water and electricity 
supply. The fi lming took place in Hainan, 
Guizhou, Yunnan and Sichuan provinces, 
and the Guangxi Zhuang and Ningxia 
Hui autonomous regions. The team 
described the poverty alleviation in those 

areas as “a miracle”, a success achieved 
through years of hard work by people and 
governments.

The inspiration for the show came 
from the experiences of TVB News and 
Information Services Director Wong 
Shuk-ming in Ningxia and Guizhou. She 
was astounded by the roads built on 
treacherous mountainous terrain, and 
felt that the people in Hong Kong should 
see these to understand the changes in 
the country. During their trips, the team 
was also impressed by the environmental 
protection work in the villages and the 
e«  cient online shopping available in 
the communities. Wong said they will 
shoot more TV shows centered on the 
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) for National 
Economic and Social Development to tell 
residents in Hong Kong where they can 
fi nd opportunities.

No Poverty Land depicts beautifully 
terraced landscapes in the rural areas, 
as well as the scorching desert areas. It 
summed up the alleviation programs 
covering education, agriculture training, 
communication, and housing.

Education is the next priority in eradi-
cating poverty, which is also the case in 
Hong Kong. The Ohio-based Borgen 
Report says the COVID-19 pandemic may 
have increased China’s rural-urban edu-
cation gap. Only 50 percent of students 
in rural regions have undisrupted access 
to online classes, with one-third of those 
students completely cut o�  from learning. 
The issue stems from households lacking 
computers and strong internet connec-
tions — a problem that hits rural children 
the hardest.

Internet user penetration in rural 
China reached 55.9 percent of the popula-
tion in December, up from 46.2 percent in 
March 2020, according to the China Inter-
net Network Information Center. How-
ever, these gains still lagged behind urban 
China, where internet user penetration 
was nearly 80 percent in December.

Rural education in China has seen 
major improvements and has gained 
measurably when it comes to facilities, 
equipment and teacher quality. The coun-
try has invested heavily in improving the 
infrastructure of rural schools and attract-
ing teachers by o� ering better salaries, 
according to the Ministry of Education. 
The ministry said that central and local 
governments invested 542.6 billion yuan 
($84.9 billion) from 2013 to 2018 in build-
ing and renovating school buildings and 
buying teaching tools.

With greater technology available, the 
government has connected all newly built 
rural villages with internet facilities for 
education and vocational training, and 
general communication with the rest of 
the world.

The views do not necessarily refl ect those 
of China Daily.

Mark Pinkstone says Hong Kong still lags behind
the Chinese mainland in raising living standards

China blazes trail in
battle against poverty A major shift in the political atmo-

sphere has attracted the public’s 
attention. Luo Huining, the direc-
tor of the Liaison O«  ce of the Cen-

tral People’s Government in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, visited “cage 
home” tenants and fi shermen the day before 
National Day. The outreach visits to the most-
deprived were the highest profi le yet. Local 
media extensively reported them the next 
day, making the top Beijing representative’s 
heartfelt message circulate near and far in 
the communities: “The central government 
cares about Hong Kong people. We are here 
to listen directly to your needs.” The central 
government’s commitment to improving 
livelihoods has already garnered residents’ 
applause. 

Luo was not the only one who approached 
the grassroots. Senior o«  cials of the Liaison 
O«  ce — including deputy directors Chen 
Dong, Lu Xinning, Tan Tieniu, Luo Yong-
gang, He Jing and Yin Zonghua, as well as 
Secretary-General Wang Songmiao — spent 
their National Day holiday with those in 
need in various sectors across the city to 
extend their warm regards.

Such community outreach was not limited 
to the Beijing o«  cials. Last month, candi-
dates for the 1,500-member Election Com-
mittee — stakeholders in various industries, 
associations, and professions — braved the 
sweltering heat in the streets to set up sta-
tions for community services throughout 
Hong Kong. The message was loud and clear: 
Patriots are taking on the mission to improve 
the livelihoods of the people in Hong Kong. 
Billionaires, business magnates, presidents of 
associations, and the elites in various profes-
sional ladders were drenched in sweat, talk-
ing to the public, listening to their needs, and 
passing out fl yers — what a sight to behold!

The momentum of reaching out to com-
munities reached a crescendo in Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor’s Policy 
Address on Oct 6. In her annual address, 
Lam proudly announced that the govern-
ment has earmarked 350 hectares of land 
in the northern New Territories for 330,000 
public housing units over the next 10 years. 
This compares very favorably with the aver-
age of 15,000 new public housing units a year 
built during the past decade.

Lam also announced new initiatives and 
policies that coincided with the 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-25) and Hong Kong’s new 
position in the country’s grand development 
program to fully tap the city’s fi nancial 
potential. Lam also elaborated on plans to 
develop the SAR as a cultural and sports hub. 
There were policies for Hong Kong’s integra-
tion into the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area and to facilitate the youth 
in Hong Kong to access the opportunities in 
education, careers, and business in the Great-
er Bay Area. The Policy Address, titled “New 
Era, New Opportunities”, o� ered the people 
in Hong Kong hope of a promising future.

By comparison, Lam’s 2019 Policy Address 
was treated with derogatory comments, 
screaming protests, placards, and nonsensi-
cal disruptions by so-called “pro-democracy” 
lawmakers, which resulted in the chief 
executive’s relocation to a secure place to 
complete her address. It was the defi ning 
moment of external forces having hijacked 
the Hong Kong political system, making it 
one of the darkest moments in the city’s his-
tory. 

What were the driving forces behind the 
transformation of the political environment 
in Hong Kong? The two decisive factors are 
the central government’s determination to 
bring Hong Kong back on track through 
promulgation of the National Security Law 
for Hong Kong, and the full implementation 
of the principle of “patriots administering 
Hong Kong”. 

Gone are the chaotic days when every 
policy or proposal was rejected in an uncivi-
lized manner, regardless of the social ben-
efi ts to our society. Gone are the disturbing 
years when fi libustering was abused to bring 
social development to a halt, regardless of 
the collateral damage it would infl ict. Gone 
is the “dark age” when preposterous propos-
als such as “Ten Steps to Mutual Destruc-
tion” were executed to wreck an entire city 
under the pretence of pursuing democracy 
while mainstream public opinion was bla-
tantly disregarded.

Foreign media pointed out two “prob-
lems”, in an arrogant and imprudent man-
ner, of “patriots administering Hong Kong”. 
First is that “patriots administering Hong 
Kong” would result in a system of a narrow 
political spectrum, in which the needs and 
requests of the grassroots would be ignored. 
Such an assertion could not be more wrong. 
What happened in recent months has shown 
that the needs and welfare of the grassroots 
have been carefully considered and become 
the top concern in government’s decision-
making.

Second, Western critics assume that 
Hong Kong’s status as the freest and most 
competitive economy will be jeopardized 
by the enactment of the National Security 
Law. This is both illogical and hypocritical 
as some countries that preach freedom and 
democracy have national security legislation 
more draconian than that of Hong Kong.

The latest government report on Hong 
Kong’s business environment shows that 
the city remains one of the freest and 
most competitive in the world. The report, 
together with the new policies in the Policy 
Address, will attract an infl ux of Chinese 
mainland talent and generate exciting new 
opportunities for the Greater Bay Area. This 
will ensure that Hong Kong can stand tall as 
a competitive and highly lucrative market-
place for companies worldwide.

The SAR government, free from the 
opposition’s disturbances and foreign inter-
ference, is now able to focus on livelihood 
issues and commit to long-term plans to 
make Hong Kong a better place to live in. 
With support of the central government, 
patriots will secure Hong Kong a bright 
future. When patriots act, the world should 
take notice.

The views do not necessarily refl ect those of 
China Daily.

I n her latest Policy Address, the chief 
executive said: “To encourage non-
Chinese-speaking students’ parents 
to send their children to local kinder-

gartens, starting from the 2017-18 school 
year, the Education Bureau has been provid-
ing additional subsidies for kindergartens 
under the Kindergarten Education Scheme, 
admitting non-Chinese-speaking children. 
What is more important, however, is to 
assess the e� ectiveness of this initiative and 
make adjustments as appropriate, in the 
hope that language will no longer be a bar-
rier for non-Chinese-speakers to integrate 
into the local community and enter the job 
market.”

The chief executive must be commended 
for her astute long-term vision and her 
understanding of the need for better evalu-
ation, oversight and accountability at the 
kindergarten level so as to prevent the 
oft-reported exclusion of the underserved 
non-Chinese-speaking children from access 
to equal language learning opportunities in 
an inclusive schooling environment. This 
need to assess the impact and e«  cacy is 
most critical, given the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region government’s stated 
goal of providing 15 years of free schooling 

to all eligible children of Hong Kong via 
its Free Quality Kindergarten Education 
Scheme of 2017-18. Thus the EDB subsidized 
local schools with the expectation that they 
could give children the necessary academic, 
emotional, physical and mental nurturing, 
irrespective of their socioeconomic and eth-
nic backgrounds.

The Audit Commission issued in March a 
scathing report on the lackadaisical attitude 
of the concerned educational institutions 
toward educating Hong Kong’s underserved 
ethnic minority children, highlighting the 
need to enhance teaching Chinese to non-
Chinese-speaking students because the 
failure to do so would lead to their further 
educational marginalization and victimiza-
tion, with serious consequences later in the 
workplace in Hong Kong, where Chinese 
remains by far the most widely spoken local 
language.

It is a fact that across any society, lan-
guage remains the key unifi er, integrator 
and catalyst of cultural immersion. The 
oft-quoted phrase “Language is culture and 
culture is language” outlines the distinctly 
homologous relationship between the two. 
Thus, language teaching translates to cul-
tural teaching, which in turn facilitates 

immersion. Cultural immersion, while being 
the bridge between diversity and inclusion, 
is inseparably intertwined with equity, as 
not only does it facilitate the introduction of 
di� erent people to one another, it also con-
veniences their integration and acceptance 
of each other. It helps them realize that not 
only can they understand each other, but 
they can also celebrate their similarities and 
rejoice in each other’s uniqueness. The quin-
tessence of the government’s 15 years’ free-
schooling facilities is, among other things, to 
strive for equity as a fi rst step toward social 
harmony and economic advancement

When the chief executive indicated the 
need for better evaluation, oversight and 
accountability of the kindergarten education 
program, it was indicative of her resolve to 
ensure maximum e«  cacy and impact of 
the government’s wonderfully inclusive and 
equal learning opportunities initiative. After 
six and a half years of providing language 
based academic relief to Hong Kong’s aca-
demically isolated non-Chinese-speaking 
children, Integrated Brilliant Education is 
in absolute agreement with the chief execu-
tive’s sentiments — prevention is indeed bet-
ter than the cure

Adopting a positive, solution-oriented, 

equity-based interventionist approach at the 
kindergarten level is the wisest way forward 
— that of pre-emptively strengthening the 
roots, rather than wasting time, e� ort and 
energy trying to remedy the symptoms later, 
such as the di«  cult entry into the job mar-
ket, underemployment, intergenerational 
poverty, and the inability to integrate into 
Hong Kong’s social fabric or failure to maxi-
mize one’s potential due to the resultant 
diminished opportunities. In the real world, 
competence in the language could be a great 
equalizer. Our non-Chinese-speaking chil-
dren are being doubly handicapped, owing 
to the educationists failing to facilitate their 
proper assimilation of both Chinese lan-
guage and culture. We must not fail them!

To borrow a quote from Nobel laureate 
and polymath Rabindranath Tagore: “Let 
us unite, not in spite of our di� erences, but 
through them. For di� erences can never be 
wiped away, and life would be so much the 
poorer without them. Let all human races 
keep their own personalities, and yet come 
together, not in a uniformity that is dead, 
but in a unity that is living.”

The views do not necessarily refl ect those of 
China Daily.

When patriots act, the 
world should take notice

Fluency in Chinese is crucial to future of ethnic minority children
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It is a fact that across any 
society, language remains 
the key unifier, integra-
tor and catalyst of cultural 
immersion. The oft-quoted 
phrase “Language is culture 
and culture is language” 
outlines the distinctly 
homologous relationship 
between the two. Thus, lan-
guage teaching translates to 
cultural teaching, which in 
turn facilitates immersion.


